
BILL SUMMARY 
HB 1234 would clarify and improve the processes that allow animal cruelty victims to be rehabilitated and rehomed. 
Gaps and ambiguities in the current law make its application cumbersome and create a potential litigation risk for 
municipalities.  Because of this, the important tools of pre-conviction animal seizure, forfeiture and cost of care bonds 
are underutilized in animal cruelty cases, and animals unnecessarily languish for months or even years in shelter 
environments at significant public expense. HB 1234 would be an amendment to RCW 16.52.085

THE BILL: 
• Restructures and clarifies the seizure, notice, and burden of proof requirements to make the statute a better tool for 

law enforcement and animal control while also strengthening due process safeguards for owners; 
• Reorganizes provisions related owners’ right to petition for return of their animal and adds clarifying language 

related to posting of a bond to cover the cost of the animal’s care while in protective custody; 
• Provides that animals seized from someone prohibited from owning, caring for, or residing with animals due to a 

prior animal cruelty conviction or order are automatically forfeited and can immediately be rehomed. 

CLARIFIES & ORGANIZES PREXISTING LANGUAGE: 
The current law is vague, making it difficult for local agencies to use with confidence. As a result, many municipalities 
do not use it. The law already states that, in animal cruelty cases, the owner of a seized animal has 14 business days 
to prevent the animal’s adoption or euthanasia by petitioning the court or posting a bond or security. HB 1234 makes 
it clear that if the owner fails to petition the court or post a bond within 14 business days, the animal immediately 
becomes the custodial agency’s property and can be rehomed without further court action. HB 1234 also reorganizes 
and clarifies the provisions related to petitions, hearings, and bonds, which will make it easier for judges, prosecutors, 
and custodial agencies to apply. 

REQUIRES LESS COMMUNITY RESOURCES:  
HB 1234 would allow animals to be adopted more quickly or require a bond for the cost of care to be posted, which will 
reduce resources being expended by community agencies. Currently, when a municipality declines to use the existing 
forfeiture provision, the financial burden is placed on the shelter providing for the animal’s care until the criminal case is 
finished. The astronomical cost of sheltering seized animals for extended periods of time depletes the limited financial 
resources of animal protection agencies and local shelters, often making it difficult or impossible for them to participate 
in rescue operations.    

CREATES MORE OPTIONS FOR CRUELTY VICTIMS: 
Currently, many animal cruelty victims face unnecessary delays in being rehabilitated and rehomed. When an agency 
does not pursue forfeiture through the existing murky process, the animal is stuck in limbo in a shelter until their 
criminal case is complete. This can take an extended amount of time and, unlike a stolen car or other seized property, 
these victim animals are living beings who require physical, medical and emotional care. Prolonged periods in 
legal limbo in a shelter can cause extreme stress and behavioral problems and delay beneficial veterinary care and 
procedures, all of which lead to lasting negative impacts and increased expenses. 

HB 1234:

Sponsored by Representative Goodman. Please reach out to brennaa@pasadosafehaven.org with any questions.
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